PRIVATE DICKS AND FEISTY CHICKS
AN INTERROGATION OF CRIME FICTION

A published crime writer and teacher at the University of
Technology, Sydney, Cathy Cole looks at the readers and writers
of crime fiction, and why the conventions of of this genre lend

themselves so perfectly to depicting contemporary social,

political and moral issues.

Great for classroom discussion

Private Dicks and Feisty Chicks offers teachers, writers and readers
additional insights into crime fiction, de-constructing what often appear
morally simplistic texts and examining the writers’ motives. It offers HSC
Genre Writing students a wide range of ideas and ways in which to review
and examine their set texts. Students are encouraged to read it
critically, applying the questions it raises to their own readings of the set
texts and voicing their ideas in classrooms and workshops.

-

Something for every armchair sleuth and mean streeter. Stylishly
shifting between personal observation and critical commentary.
Cole entertainingly lifts the lid on the dark world of crime
fiction. Graeme Blundell

This lively study has solid foundations: based on thesis research ...
Cathy Cole notes the genre’s disproportionate popularity among
women ... And that the central crime-solving character ... is often
female — a feisty, independent one ... Australian

Cole has read widely, both in crime fiction and in books about
crime fiction, she has ... heard the great contemporary crime
fiction writers talking about their work, and this is a very
digestible overview of all that research. Sydney Morning Herald
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e Perfect for
HSC studies
e - Witty and
insightful
» Comprehensive and
contemporary
o Explores theories that
underpin crime fiction
o Written with focus on the
‘craft’ of writing
« Comprehensive bibliography
for teachers and librarians
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